
The Value of Life 
 

 Babies have no money.  They have no vote or 
ability to organize politically.  They have no power.  They 
have no voice other than an inarticulate cry.  We each 
started this way, yet how little regard we have for these 
defenseless persons.  We declare them cute, or not, and 
then move on with our lives. 
 This summer the public was afforded an 
unpleasant peek into the gruesome abortion business 
when we discovered there is a keen interest in the 
organs of pre-born babies.  If a baby is unwanted, he, or 
usually she, can be an unwilling organ donor.  Oddly if a 
baby is pre-maturely born heroic efforts are made to 
save the life of the child.  Medical euphemisms aside, this 
makes the womb the most dangerous place for a baby. 
 Buried deep in the news this month, underneath 
piles of political and celebrity news was a jewel.  
Christine Detwiler wrote of her volunteer work as a 
“cuddler” at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
(Philadelphia Inquirer, 8/2/15, p. C5).  There are babies 
there who will never leave the hospital, whose mother is 
not in the picture, who won’t survive.  Caring but 
overworked nurses attend to their every physical need 
but do not have time to hold them, sing to them, talk with 
them.  Enter the “cuddlers,” volunteers who hold these 
babies to let them know they are loved however short 
their little lives may be. 
 Life is precious because it is God’s gift.  Our loving 
Creator made us, men and women, in his image and 
likeness.  Apart from faith in God and the value he puts 
on each life, anything goes.  Anything.  And does.   
 What makes this personal is when you visit and 

touch and see and pray for one of these precious human 
beings who arrive prematurely.  In our church family our 
own “Baby A. J.” Gonzalez has 
started these first weeks of his 
earthly life in a hospital.  He 
has loving parents in Adrian 
and Tina.  Other babies do not, 
but that makes them no less 
valuable. 
 Babies aren’t valuable 
because they are cute, or small, 
or convenient.  They are 
precious because they are the creation of God, each one a 
miracle, each one known and loved by Him even if by no 
one else. 
 
“And whoever receives one such child in my name receives 
me.”   - Jesus, Mark 9:37 
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TODAY 
Youth Group (Senior High) Meeting:  following 
Worship in the Teen classroom. See Scott & Chris with 
questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                          
Want to learn more about being a part of 

Collingswood Church of Christ ? 
Well… Come to our NEW Member’s Class  

Next Week, August 16th, right   after   worship   

service. This  brief, no-obligation class includes refreshments.   
Talk to us! 

 



New Visions “Feed The Homeless” Opportunity 
Next Saturday, August 15th. You can meet at the church 
parking lot at 8:45 AM to caravan over to the New Visions 
shelter or just drive to 555 Atlantic Ave, Camden, NJ to arrive 
at 9:00. 
 

We’re Collecting School Supplies for a Camden 
School:  There is a BASKET in the hallway where 
you can put them.  Thanks for helping those in need. 
 

Youth Group: The McEntires are organizing the youth this 

month.  
 

Haircuts For Missions:  will be on August 22.  Please 

sign-up on the bulletin board.  Thank you very much! 
 

. Today’s Worship Leaders 
Worship Leader: Carl Smith 

Welcome & Scripture:  Bill Ceraso (Psalm 119:65-72) 
Opening Prayer: Bret Goen 

Lord’s Supper: Tony Ceraso Jr., Kevin, Lee Graves, Ben Churchill 
Scripture  Before Message:  Jess Nitla (1 John 3:7-10)  

Announcements & Prayer: Bret Goen 
Greeters: Dave Cook, Tommy Walker, Bibi Wms, Juanita Burgess         

 
____________________________________________________________________ 

Nursery: Karen & Tiana    Next Week- Margaret & Sarah P. 
Red Cleaning Team: Aug. 12-15, Lillian  Coordinates 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

OUTREACH/MINISTRY    Worship ................... 126 
Mark Finn – Preacher                              Bible Class.................. 63     
Church Office- (856) 854-0197    Wed PM ...................... 43 
ELDERS:     
Rick Boyle (856) 986-4876      
Tony Ceraso, Jr. (856) 278-6276     
Bret Goen (856) 996-5267     
Chet Churchill (609) 560-7179  Contribution .........  $5,344 
Howard Mansdoerfer (609) 790-9969 Budget Goal .................$4,260 

Daily Bible Readers: 25 
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“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain  
.             of what we do not see.”  (Hebrews 11:1) 
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