
The Gold They Left Behind 
            
             WE DON’T KNOW how many Magi came to visit the 
infant Jesus.  We do know they brought three gifts: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  All three were highly prized.  
Today, you can buy these on the internet for just a few 
dollars… except for the gold.  This week it is valued at $1,075 
per ounce.   
            These Magi, who were some mysterious combination 
of nobles, astronomers, or secular priests, had already spent 
considerable treasure to take a long, dangerous journey in 
search of their newborn king.  When they finally saw him, 
they honored him, laying their most valued gifts at his feet.  
They were outsiders, gentiles.  They were from a different 
country, a different religion, a different worldview.  They too 
wanted to find God’s king.  They did. 
          In our day we travel online, but the search for our king 
is just as tricky.  We don’t face bandits; we do face internet 
“trolls.”  We don’t face blazing heat and freezing 
temperatures, but do face agnostic bloggers who ridicule 
faith.  We pass red-light-districts of porn, time wasting 
celebrity gossip, and “Buy now” buttons that promise 
happiness in a product.  We are all searching. 
          The Magi have been called “wise men.”  In their search 
box they would have typed “Jesus.”  Their wisdom is clear by 
the object of their search and their recognition of its value 
when they found it.  On finding Christ, they offered up the 
very best they had to give.  Giving gold as tribute was their 
way of pledging their allegiance to God’s king.  
          Years later when they died, they did not take their gold 
with them.  They had left it behind.  They did take their 
relationship with the King of kings, and Lord of lords.  That 
is wisdom! 
          What is the object of your search?  What temporary 
treasure are you willing to lay at the feet of the king? 

 

 

Candlelight Christmas-Eve Service, 

5:00 PM: Dec. 24th, 5:00—5:40 PM.  This brief, 

meaningful time of worship focuses on Christ who 
set aside his crown and laid down his life for you.  
 
YOUTH GROUP  will go to the  Living Nativity 
Saturday,  Dec.  19th @ Fellowship Community Church, 

1520 Hainsport Rd., Mount Laurel.  We meet at 4pm  at our 
church to carpool and return around 8:45pm.  Please let 
Karen or Darren know if you can drive. 
 

Winterfest 2016 Youth, please sign-up! If you are 

going to Winterfest, Feb. 19th – 21st, we need a final head 
count by Dec. 31st.  See Nawana with any questions. 
 

A Bridal Shower for Melissa Hogan Dec 20th  
As you may remember, Melissa Hogan is engaged 
and we want to give her a Shower. She is registered 
at “Bed Bath & Beyond.”   Please let Pam Goen know 
if you will be attending. 
 

Our “Prayer & Fasting” Calendar for January is 
up!  Sign up with a check-mark on the day you will 
pray and fast.  This is the BEST way to start the new 
year.  God’s blessing on our lives and on this church 
is a huge advantage! 
 

“Christmas Party” TONIGHT!  6:00 PM in 

the Fellowship Hall.  The food, the decorations, 

the “Talent Show” — it’s going to be great! Team 2 is in 
charge.  Carl & Sarah are leading the Talent Show.  
Sign-up to bring Food and sign-up to be in the 
Talent Show. 

 



It Might SNOW:  “It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas,” which means a possibility of SNOW.  We have 
someone to use the snow-blower but… we need volunteers 
for each snow to help with a shovel, broom, and ice melt. 
Sign-up on the bulletin board under 1st Snow, 2nd Snow etc. 
to help. 
 

Tuesday, December 29th:  We will be serving at 
the Cathedral Kitchen 3:30-5:30. See Vivian. 
 

Today’s Worship Leaders 
Worship Leader: Gerry Hogan 

Welcome & Scripture: Nelson Nuñez (Matthew 2:1-6) 
Opening Prayer: Tony Ceraso Sr. 

Lord’s Supper: Dan Swinehart, Scott, Lee Graves, Ed Jr.  
Scripture Before Message: Logan McEntire (Matthew 1:18-24) 

Announcements & Prayer: Rick Boyle 
 

Matthew 2 — After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time 

of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem  and asked, “Where is the 

one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have 
come to worship him.”…After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and 
the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the 
place where the child was.  When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On 

coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 
down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him 
with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  And having been warned in a 

dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 
__________________________________________________________________ 

Nursery: Hoa & Fay   Next Week- Sandie & Elizabeth 
Orange Cleaning Team:  Dec. 16-19 Tony & Fay Coordinate 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

OUTREACH/MINISTRY    Worship .................. 138 
Mark Finn – Preacher                             Bible Class ................ 90     
Church Office- (856) 854-0197    Wed.PM ..................... 41 
ELDERS:     
Rick Boyle (856) 986-4876      
Tony Ceraso, Jr. (856) 278-6276     
Bret Goen (856) 996-5267     
Chet Churchill (609) 560-7179     Contribution .....  $4,409 

Howard Mansdoerfer (609) 790-9969    Budget Goal .......... $4,260 

Daily Bible Readers: 27  
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“Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain  
           of what we do not see.”  (Hebrews 11:1)  
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